Santa Monica College

Academic Senate Student Instructional Support Committee
Minutes of April 2, 2012 Meeting
I. Call to Order
3:20 p.m.

II. Committee Members: Jason Beardsley(chair), Cynthia Lopez, Fran Manion, Jean Paik-Schoenberg, Gary Todd

Guest: Hannah Alford, Director of Institutional Research 
III. Agenda

A. Discussed reasons for research study on the effectiveness of the tutoring programs 

Hannah Alford asked members to explain the reasons they would like to have the Research Office evaluate the data in the tutoring centers. She asked the committee members to consider the following:
 
- Analyze the link between the usage of the tutoring centers and gains in student success and retention, persistence, subsequent success, and overall achievement (GPA).

- Analyze demographic characteristics such as ethnicity, age, gender, educational goal, class status (continuing or new student), etc. 

-Must take precautions when characteristics and success rates of the students who used the tutoring centers are compared to the students who did not use the centers.  

-Cannot compare the results between tutoring centers because centers started collecting data in different semesters.

B. Discussed the following research questions:
· How often do the students come to various centers?

· What are the traffic patterns of each lab?

· What percent of the users are on probation?

· What percent of students on early alert visit tutoring centers?

· Does visiting a tutoring center make a difference?

· What are the success, GPA, and retention rates of users? 



Hannah indicated she would like to meet with the managers overseeing the tutoring centers to
                       discuss the data collected at each of the tutoring centers. Cynthia was asked to schedule a
                       meeting with Mona Martin, Roberto Gonzalez, and Hannah Alford.   

C. Tutor Training Survey

Cynthia agreed to include questions to analyze the level of importance survey respondents placed on each of the tutor training topics. She agreed to create a survey for each area (Science, Math and English). Jason agreed to create the cover letter. Committee members were asked to bring copies of tutoring manuals from other colleges to the next meeting.  

Meeting adjourned: 4:55 pm

 Upcoming meetings (HSS 261, 3:15m – 4:45pm):
April 16
April 30
